
Plants in the Park Plant Sale 

June 2, 2018 

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Kiwanis Pavilion, Independence 
 

PIP is now a month away and we need help from as many Master Gardener Volun-

teers as possible to make it successful.  Almost 25% of our budget comes from this 

big, fun event.  Here’s how you can help. 

 

Dig We Must:  

Plants are finally starting to come up and it’s time to start digging and potting.   

We need herbs, vegetables, annuals, perennials, trees and shrubs, house plants, and container 

gardens.  Native or rare plants are particularly appreciated because they enhance our sale tables 

and command higher prices. 

 

We’ve attached a list of the most desirable plants, but we welcome all contributions except inva-

sives.  Here’s a link to ODNR’s list of plants that are invasive in Ohio: http://ohiodnr.gov/portals/0/

pdfs/invasives/ohio-invasive-plants-r0400.pdf 

 

We do not do well with unnamed daylilies or unnamed green or green/white Hostas and end up 

composting most of them.  We will be putting any we receive in the bargain area. 

 

So that your plants will look their best for the sale, start digging and dividing as soon as possible, but 

no later than mid-May.  That way, they will fill out in their pots and look lush and full.  If you wait until 

a few days before the sale, they will look wilted and unattractive and won’t sell.  

Tips for preparing your plants:   

 

Dig:   

 Choose a cool, cloudy day if possible. Plants may be taken whole or as divisions—cut a piece 

with roots and leaves, or take out a whole clump and divide it into pieces.  

 

Divide:   

 If you are dividing a clump, place it on a tarp and use two shovels or a sharp utensil (saw, knife) 

to cut it apart.  Discard the usually waning center section and pot up and/or replant the rest.  
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Pot up:   

Place the plant at the same level in a pot (with good drainage) as it was in the ground. Fill in with moist potting soil, soi l-

less mix or good soil from your garden. Water well and keep in a partly shady location until delivery to a location near 

you.   

Label:  

Each plant with as much detail as possible.  A format can be found in the forms section of the MG website. You can 

make up your own label format; just be sure to include all the required information.  Tip:  Don’t affix labels until just be-

fore delivering them for the sale.  Otherwise, watering and rain make the labels fall off or get soggy or smudged.  

Deliver: 

Your plants to one of the drop off locations between May 26 and May 31.  We will provide a list of drop off points in the 

coming weeks. 

 

If you are unable to dig plants because of illness or physical limitations, please let Kim Hawkins know Hawkinsek@gmail.com  

917-453-2593.  We have volunteers willing to help you. 

 

Need pots?   
Lois Rose in Cleveland Heights and Kim in Rocky River each have a supply.   

Lois:  dlroses@roadrunner.com  216-321-6766 
Kim:  Hawkinsek@gmail.com  917-453-2593 

 

Don’t forget to track your volunteer hours for time spent digging, potting up, and labeling your 
plants and report them in category 0018 150 on the VMS.  

 

 Volunteer Your Time and Talents 

Organizing and selling 2,500+ plants requires lots of hands doing lots of jobs over two days.  You can find a list of all the 

tasks involved later in this NYCU.  You can work all or part of Friday and/or Saturday, or just an hour or two if that’s all the 

time you have available.   

 

You will shortly be getting an email asking you to sign up using our new Constant Contact system.  Note:  If you’re one of the 

great Interns who signed up at the Volunteer Fair, we still need you to indicate your time preference in Constant Contact.   

 

In addition, we will need help with the following specific assignments.  If you can take on any of these, please contact Kim 

Hawkins at hawkinsek@gmail.com or 917-453-2593: 

 
Friday  Pick up plants at designated drop-off points around the county beginning around 8:00 a.m. De-

liver to the sale site in Independence.  A truck, van, or SUV is very helpful, but not required.  You 
will be lifting pots, some of them heavy, so if you have back problems, this is probably not the job 
for you.  Transporters are almost always done by noon.   

 
Saturday  Reference Table (Hotline on the Road) – answer customer questions 
   Cashier – must be very comfortable with numbers in a fast-paced environment 

“Seller” – This new initiative was extremely successful last year and most MGV’s who did it have    
                  already asked to do it again.   
 

But we need additional people who are:  
**Comfortable initiating conversations with customers.  (This is not meant to be a hard sell.) 

**Knowledgeable and enthusiastic about particular categories of plants, e.g., sun, shade, veg-
etables, herbs, Hostas, trees and shrubs. 

**Able to recognize perennials (which are mostly what we sell) by sight – sometimes only by   

   their leaves – and discuss their cultural  needs.     

**Familiar with the stock in their area. 

**Able to be at the sale by 8:15 Saturday morning for brief training and to scope out what’s  

     available. 
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 Get the word out:  We know that word-of-mouth is how most of our customers learn about PIP.  So let your friends, 

family and neighbors know about the sale.   Many of us are active with gardening clubs and plant societies and sharing 

our flyer will go a long way to getting the word out.   

Thanks from the Plants in the Park Committee for all your support, Carol Anne Cohen, Kim Hawkins, Lois Rose, Co-Chairs 

 

Carol Braverman, Ruth Connell, Jo deHaseth, Nancy Donley, Betti Drake, Gail Holzman, Chris Hudak, Sue Ruflin, Donna 

Shirer, Pat Smith, Hedy Westra, Linda Wilkinson, Shoshana Wodzisz, Elaine Wolan 

 

Desirable Plants for PIP – We always do well with these 

 

In all cases, named varieties are strongly preferred.  But if you don’t know the specific variety, identifying the color 

is very helpful.   

  

Acanthus mollis, Acanthus spinosus (Bear’s Breeches) 

Agastache x ‘Blue Fortune’ or rupestris, ‘Golden Jubilee’ 

Allium bulbs, large bulbs; minimum of 1 or 2, depending on 

size 

Anemone japonica  

Astilbes 

Athyrium     

Baptisia 

Brunnera (i.e. ‘Variegata’, ‘Hadspen Cream’) 

Cimicifuga   

Crocosmia 

Daffodils, preferably named (minimum quantity of 3) 

Delphiniums, perennial varieties 

Dianthus (not biennials);     

Dicentra spectabilis and eximia (bleeding hearts) 

Digitalis perennial varieties only   

Ferns 

Perennial Geraniums, (not the annual Pelargoniums) 

Grasses, choice varieties    

Helleborus 

Hemerocallis (named only, exclude common ones like Stella 

d’Oro) 

Heuchera -- newer foliage varieties (Marmalade, Amethyst 

Myst) fly out of the sale 

Hostas, please no plain green or green/white ones 

Hydrangeas, named or variegated, and large un-named speci-

mens 

 

Iris ensata (Japanese) 

Iris, bearded  

Lilies 

Monarda (newer varieties like Marshall’s Delight, Jacob Cline, 

Purple Rooster) 

Nepeta 

Papaver orientalis 

Perovskia (Russian Sage) 

Peonies 

Phlox (newer named varieties i.e. Laura, Starfire, David) 

Polemonium, variegated 

Polygonatum , variegated, also large specimens 

Primula (choice varieties i.e. japonica, denticulata) 

Pulmonaria (only choice, i.e. Apple Frost, Cotton Cool, Excal-

ibur) 

Rodgersia 

Sedum (i.e. Vera Jamison, Rosy Glow, Frosty Morn, Matrona)  

Shasta daisy, choice varieties (i.e. Becky) 

Trillium (nursery grown only) 

Deer resistant plants (labeled as such) 

Annuals, veggie starts, herbs 
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Tasks to be Done to Make PIP a Success 
 

Now – Late May: 

Dig and divide your plant contributions for the sale 

Label them with culture information (format available on MGCC website in the Forms section) 

 

Friday, June 1 Set-Up: (8:00ish -- whenever we’re done) 

Committee arrives early to arrange tables, cover them with plastic, and prepare to process plants 

Volunteers start arriving 8:30 – 9:00; help with prep 

Plants start arriving around 9:00 and will continue throughout the day in waves 

 

As plants arrive, volunteers: 

*Unload them from cars and place them on the tables for clean-up 

*Work at the clean-up table grooming plants and ensuring they’re labeled 

*Move groomed plants to the area where they’re priced – organized into sun, shade, part shade, trees and shrubs, house    

  plants, connoisseur plants 

*Move priced plants to the sale area – organized into sun, shade, etc   

 *Keep an eye out for invasives (which we don’t accept) and mislabeled or unlabeled plants.  Bring these to a separate   

         table to be dealt with 

 

Other volunteer jobs on Friday: 

*Arrange containers on display racks 

*Arrange and price vegetable and herb starts and odd items 

*Help set up check out areas 

*Clean up at the end of the day 

 

Saturday, June 2 Sale: (7:00 – 9:00 set up; 9:00 – 1:00 sale, 1:00 – 3:00ish clean-up) 

 *Volunteers start arriving around 7:30 

 *More plants will arrive and be quickly processed as they were on Friday 

       *Unless they have a specific assignment (cashier, holding, reference, food), volunteers circulate and help buyers make    

         selections, answer questions, move plants to the holding area or cashier area, help buyers load plants into their cars 

 *Help with clean-up at the end of the sale    

 

Because the plants come in waves on Friday and customer traffic ebbs and flows on Saturday, volunteers will move 

around from task to task as they observe what needs to be done or as committee members ask for their help.  It’s 

rare for a volunteer to spend an entire shift doing one thing. 
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Check us out on  the 

Web at: cuyahogamg.org 
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